FLATHEAD LAKE AND RIVER FISHERIES
CO-MANAGEMENT PLAN

DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT: 2008
January 23, 2009
This Annual Report presents activities completed2f?08 under the Flathead Lake and
River Fisheries Co-management Plan. The repdavisithe strategies in the Co-
management Plan and follows the outline of the 20@8ial workplan.

Strategy 1. Fisheries Assessment, M onitoring, and Resear ch

Assessment
Objective: Maintain or update assessment by incorporating meacsint information
Tasks: 1) Analyze results of research, monitoring and enggntation to verify
conclusions and assumptions made in the Plan.
AccomplishmentsAgencies completed annual monitoring and reseatckieys on a
suite of indices used to assess status of fishlgigus. Results of these surveys and the
Plan’s management objectives guide managers.

2008 represented the second of the pre-determineckpoints in the evaluation of our
progress under the Plan. In 2006 we completed-the-year Review, and in that review
we estimated the scale of harvest necessary taectthe lake trout population. We
further set two years as the period to reach thal ¢y the prescribed methods. We
assume that we did not meet the lake trout hayestin 2008.

Monitoring
Objective: Quantify harvest and angler pressure

Tasks: 1) Continue ongoing lake-wide creel survey by condgctandom aerial
angler counts and daily angler interviews
Accomplishments:We conducted the annual survey again this yearmudified the
method of analysis based on complications presdmtdle Mack Days contests.
Harvest estimates were partitioned between the NDagks periods and non-Mack Days
periods so that two estimates were generated tiatsed to the annual total harvest.
CSKT has estimated that anglers harvested 44, 4&bttaut in 2008, which is
substantially less than the target of 60,000.

Objective: Quantify fish population status

Tasks: 1) Estimates long-term trends in abundance by comgspring

gilnetting.

Accomplishments€Completed lake-wide annual spring gillnetting syrof Flathead
Lake comprised of both floating and sinking stalldexperimental nets set in designated
areas. Catch per unit effort and species compasiviothe 2008 catch were very similar
to catches in recent years with the exception tibia numbers of fish caught were low.
Lake whitefish and lake trout dominated the sinkiagcatch, while peamouth chub,
northern pikeminnow and westslope cutthroat traunthated the floating net catch.




Results support conclusions of the Five Year Rethatthe fish community in Flathead
Lake has stabilized in recent years.
2) Estimate size structure, maturity, and mostaktes by placing 48
gilinets throughout Flathead Lake during Octobet Hovember
AccomplishmentdVe expanded our effort in 2008 to 1.5 times thedsted or a total of
72 gilinets set lakewideWe captured 778 lake trout and determined the rityrtate to
be 0.28. This rate has shown very little variatiwer the period of the plan.

3) Estimate juvenile populations of bull trout andthroat trout in twelve

spawning streams
AccomplishmentLrews completed juvenile population estimatesimual index
streams. Bull trout estimates showed densitiedairta those of recent years.
Subsequently, the mean composite density for ji@veuil trout in index streams was
similar to recent years. Crews electrofished 2@ains, completing population estimates
of juvenile trout populations.

4) Conduct bull trout redd counts in all knownwpag streams in the

basin
AccomplishmentLrews completed a basin-wide survey of all knouthtbout
spawning streams in tributaries to the North andlte forks. We have annually
conducted surveys since 1980; the 2008 surveyhes2d' year of counts and the tenth
basin-wide count. We counted 503 redds, half ehekainage. Redds were observed in
all spawning streams, with the exception of Cahiee® in British Columbia, which in
past surveys always had three or less redds. Gaarthe eight stream index reaches,
which are counted annually, totaled 225 (45% ofliaein total). The 225 total is 34%
above the post-Mysis average of 168 redds andhihe iighest in the past 17 years. It
is 59% of the pre-Mysis average of 384 redds. Resupport conclusions of the Five
Year Review that the fish community in Flatheadelaks stabilized in recent years.

6) Measure growth rates of lake trout by analyzitaiths collected in

October and November, and develop a population tjrowve
AccomplishmentsWe collected over 300 otoliths during 2008 for dimgoing analysis
of lake trout growth. We do not develop growthvegrannually because the process is
very labor intensive. The last growth curve wagellgped from the 2005 data (Figure 1)
and serves to describe the current growth rateterpopulation. We are working on a
method to streamline the process that would fatdien annual estimate of population-
level growth rate that would have utility for traclg annual trends in growth. We hope
to begin implementing this new method in 2009.
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Figure 1. Estimated length at age for lake trouEiathead Lake, 2005

7) Conduct toxicological analysis on fish tissuethe Flathead and Elk
River systems.
AccomplishmentsCrews collected tissue samples from various fiEties in seven
water bodies in both Flathead and EIk River systeBamples were sent to Energy Labs
Inc. for toxicological analysis. Results will beadyzed and reported this winter.
8) Determine species distribution in 25 streanchea in the British
Columbian Flathead River and tributaries.
Accomplishmentrews surveyed over 25 stream reaches collecpegiss distribution
information and genetic samples in British Colunmbiabutaries to the North Fork.
Westslope cutthroat trout, bull trout and sculpiererzobserved in many reaches.
9) Estimate the abundance of lake trout in FlatHeske by means of a
mark and recapture estimation procedure.
AccomplishmentdNe begann 2007 to develop a cost-effective method to estitha
size of the lake trout population in Flathead Lakaur goal to date has been to increase
harvest of lake trout annually as a means to ultetyaachieve the reduction in
population. Because the population is so largenewith annual increases in harvest it
may take an unreasonable period of time to acheepepulation reduction. Knowledge
of the population size enables us to know the nagmiof harvest that will achieve the
reduction.

We chose the mark-recapture method to estimatpdpelation size and began the
process in 2007 to mark fish that we captured lyliag and by gillnetting. We
incorporated the marking process in the ongoingddinetting schedule and also
collected fish from anglers during the Fall MackyBaevent for marking. Marked fish
also served double-duty of providing additionaknast in the fishing contests as we
awarded from $100 to $500 for recaptured fish waths. By utilizing the fishing
contests we completely eliminated the cost of recaqy fish and were able to generate
a recapture sample size that would have been uoneddy expensive to obtain by
conventional means.

We used 2007 as a test-year to begin determinigging survival rates and the
feasibility of using fishing contests as the recaptmethod. In the month prior to the
spring fishing contest we captured 78 lake trouthgling and marked and released
them. Over the next two months 7,905 lake trou¢ waught in the contest, all of which
were examined for marks, and two were determindxd tmarked, representing a two
percent recapture rate. We did not generate a faijfmn estimate from this work
because too many assumptions were violated, ediyettia small number of fish marked.
In the summer of 2007 we marked 10 additional tatet making a total of 86 marked
fish at large after deducting the two removed & $pring contest and for simplicity sake
assuming zero mortality over the time period. BetwSeptember 98&nd November

11" five tagged lake trout were identified among thet15 lake trout harvested in the
fall fishing contest, representing a six percermagture rate. These sample sizes are
also insufficient for valid estimation of populatisize.



In 2008 we expanded the marking program to genezstienates that would have greater
utility for management than those generated in 20D@ring winter 2008 we again
collected fish by angling and gillnetting and maitké&r4 lake trout. In the spring event
we received 9,910 fish of which 15 were marked,iaride fall we received 10,108 fish

of which 23 were marked. While this effort is maprovement over the results from 2007,
the recapture rates are still too low for valid pdation estimates. We will continue to
refine this method by incorporating estimates gfjiag and natural mortality over the
period between tagging and recapture, and by warkmincrease the number of fish
tagged during 2009.

Research

Objective: Quantify competitive interactions between species
Tasks:

1) Relate “relative” population structure estimateiected during fall
gilinetting to “absolute” harvest estimates colégtyear-round by the
creel survey.

Accomplishment3/Ne did this work in 2005 and generated a populasistimate that
was the basis for setting our harvest target 0060,lake trout. We are doing further
work to refine this estimate by means of altermagthods of estimating population size
as discussed above, and with the help of contraeteédrts in population analysis.

2) Update lake trout tagging database and inveastigiwth rates and

distribution
AccomplishmentsWWe updated the database and plan to analyze stwimter, as time
allows. This is an ongoing project.

3) Assess rainbow trout distribution in tributaraesl main stem river.
AccomplishmentdiVe continue to assess rainbow trout distributiad apawning
locations in the Flathead System. Distribution gethetic makeup has largely been
determined in the North Fork tributaries. Recenidsts have documented widespread
hybridization between rainbow trout and westsloptthroat trout in the Flathead River
Drainage. Studies also indicate that hybridizatisspreading among sites and
decreasing in an upstream direction from the maésmsof the Flathead River, which
suggests hybridization is spreading upstream. Raintsout hybridization with
westslope cutthroat trout is prevalent in tribuesinear the Middle Fork confluence and
lessens moving upstream. No hybridization has Hetected in the northern US
tributaries and BC tributaries. We have yet to doct a comprehensive survey of Middle
Fork tributaries.

4) Assess native trout habitat use (IFIM) andratigns in river.
Accomplishment<Crews radio tagged westslope cutthroat trout bettumgry Horse
Dam and tracked their movements throughout the.y@agged fish dispersed widely
during the spawning season.

Strateqy 2. Water Quality and Aquatic Habitat

Objective: Maintain and improve water qualiand substrate condition



Tasks: 1) Administer stream protection acts (310,124, 3a8) Tribal Aquatic
Lands Conservation Ordinance.
AccomplishmentsFWP worked on over 80 Montana Natural Streambed aand
Preservation Act (310) permits and dozens of Mamt&tream Protection Act (124)
permits in the Flathead Drainage.
2) Review land management activities.
AccomplishmentWP commented on USFS and DNRC timber managenmgectts
and numerous county and municipal subdivision psapg FWP participated in
development of riparian buffer and setback recontatans for Flathead County and
municipality (Whitefish) planning and regulatoryaefts.
3) Monitor rearing conditions in ten spawning triéries using substrate
coring and scoring techniques
Accomplishment€€ompleted substrate coring (30 streams) and sgdi21 streams) in
Flathead tributaries. Results are not availabldlas time.
4) Participate in and contribute to analysis ofiemmental impacts of
coal mining in the British Columbia portion of tRéathead River
AccomplishmentsiVe continue to provide fisheries input to the Ghaa regulatory
process and collect baseline fisheries informatmassess potential impacts from the
mining proposal (see sections above).

Objective: Minimize negative influence of Hungry Horse Damtba river and lake
system.
Tasks: 1) Monitor effects of selective withdrawal from Hyrg Horse Dam on
main-stem river temperatures.
AccomplishmentsCurrently determining invertebrate species comigmsiand density at
sites impacted by dam operations. This is an onggsindy to monitor effects of the dam.
Crews are radio tracking westslope cutthroat trtagged below the dam.
2) Continue work to stabilize river flows downstreaf Hungry Horse
Dam.
AccomplishmentsContinue to recommend management options for tipesaof
Hungry Horse Dam and other downstream hydropoweitifi@s in an effort to recreate
a natural hydrograph for the Flathead River. Fedevperation agencies are adopting
operation strategies proposed by Montana to redire@vdown of the reservoir water
level and provide a more natural flow regime foe flathead River.

Objective: Improve tributary habitats.
Tasks: 1) Participate in and support multi-agency resionaefforts in Coal
Creek.
AccomplishmentWP completed a habitat restoration project in @@al Creek
headwaters that included reestablishing large wdelris in reaches that were cleared
or suffered from past harvest of streamside trees.
2) Assess habitat restoration effort in Hallo@agek.
Accomplishment€Ongoing project to monitor stream channel and tnalt responses to
the habitat restoration project.




Two parcels were approved for purchase that witiyide both habitat and some limited
public access using funding from the Bonneville &atdministration. A parcel on Hay
Creek in the North Fork Flathead protects a sectwbstream where habitat
enhancement has been previously done and is dntidaking upstream spawning
habitat with spawning fish from the North Fork. AylS Bend parcel on the Flathead
River about 18 miles upstream from Flathead Lake a@proved for purchase to protect
riparian habitat and rearing areas for native balhd cutthroat trout, The parcel will
provide some controlled public access to the FlathRiver.

Strategy 3. | nfor mation and Education Activities

Objective: Improve the ability of anglers to identify fish gpes; focus specifically on
distinguishing bull trout and westslope cutthraatit from other fish species.
Tasks: 1) Continue using the bull trout identificationd&iseries in schools and
distribute it widely to public and agency groups
2) Maintain the bull trout identification tutoriahd testing site on FWP’s
website with links to agency and private websitgnitor the number of
visitors taking the entry test, tutorial, and fitest and compare to
previous years.
Accomplishmentsthe bull trout education and identification prograon the web
continued to be popular. To date over the pastaty (through January 5, 2009), users
completed 14,895 pretests, and 15,793 final tetaken training, and/or posttest
(14,663 tests taken). For the 3,911 users who tloelentire battery and training in
order, scores on the final test (68.6%) increasgdiicantly above scores on the pretest
(57.5%), reflecting the effectiveness of the tragnmnodule.

In addition to the web site, we used fish iderdtfmn boards with models of various
species of trout and placed them at agency offipesting goods stores, and special
fishing events.

We also continue to distribute a fold out brochto@id anglers in identifying trout.
These have proved to be very popular with anglecabse they fit nicely into a front
pocket.

Through our Hooked on Fishing Classes, we conttowghow a fish identification slide
series to hundreds of students.

We held a regional State-Fish Art contest basetherstate fish, the cutthroat trout.

Objective: Increase awareness of proper catch and releasadaes.
Tasks: 1) Provide catch and release brochures focusingestslope cutthroat
trout to at least 500 anglers contacted by crexkslon the lake and river
2) Include information on catch and release teaesqgn the bull trout
identification web site.



Accomplishment<reel clerks distributed informational brochures catch and release
to more than 500 anglers throughout the surveyqeerCatch and release information is
integrated into the web site.

Objective: Inform the public about the fish consumption adiysand associated health
risks.

Tasks: 1) Include information on the fish consumption advy in brochures and
distribute it through creel contacts and licensenagy Distribute the
information to at least 100 high school studenthatannual Lake
Honoring Day.

2) Include information on the fish consumption a&dvy in radio reports.
AccomplishmentdiVe included a table and discussion of the advisotiie 2008
Flathead Lake Honoring booklet(more than 200 disited) and in the Flathead Fishing
Guide. Brochures were hand-distributed during tcentacts.

The Flathead Indian Reservation Fishing, Huntingg é&kecreation Regulations of the
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes and MontarshFWildlife and Parks include
Fish Consumption Guidelines and a table with lakettand lake whitefish meal
guidelines. Thousands of regulations were disted between March 1, 2008 and
December 31, 2008.

Objective: Increase harvest of nonnative fish by increasirgieareffectiveness

Tasks: 1) Continue to distribute the Flathead fishing Iwae. . Distribute at
least 500 brochures to anglers and interested p&rso
2) Disseminate verbal and written informatiorotigh creel clerks.

Accomplishment3Ve promoted the concept of increasing harvesbohative fish and
encouraging community support through partnershifib area food banks, the

Honoring Day, and fishing events. The Mack Dayn&vinclude extensive radio and
television interviews and newspaper interviews theseminate information on the
management strategy. We released joint news redaaséhe events. Many articles in
the newspapers provided updates on the numbestotéiught and angler success. We
gave interviews to a number of radio news showandigg these updates.

Objective: Increase public awareness of native species, fesharanagement, and issues
relating to the protection of Flathead Lake throtiglhuse a public lake honoring event
and other educational activities.

Tasks: 1) Hold the 8 annual Lake Honoring Day. The event highlights
state/tribes cooperation and is a hands-on evemtréa high school
students who will soon be active adult communitynhers. The event is
an effective way to explain to the public our coragement strategies.

Accomplishmentsthe 8th annual Flathead Lake Honoring Day was lweldseptember
23, 2008. The event included about 200 high scétoolents and teachers from around
the region. The event was held at Blue Bay fegshrtess and included a talk by a tribal
elder, state and Tribes natural resource programresentatives,, and an honor
presentation. The Honoring Day also included destrations on Flathead Lake aquatic




resources at the Blue Bay site and at the FlatHesce Biological Station. We produced
a high-quality booklet for the event and they wadtelistributed. Newspaper stories
covered the event.

In May, nearly 1,000 fourth and fifth graders frathacross the Reservation attended
the River Honoring. This two-day outdoor environta¢education event provided an
opportunity to increase public awareness, educaéind community involvement in the
preservation of natural and cultural resources ajdhe Lower Flathead River.
Newspaper coverage included articles in the weeglyspapers and a feature article in
the Missoulian.

2) Work with schools on native fish education thglihe Hooked on Fishing program
and other programs. Work with at least 50 clagam the Hooked on Fishing
program. Arrange for coverage of at least 3 ctamsis in the Polson/Ronan areas.

Accomplishments: We are working with more than 80kéd on Fishing classrooms
region-wide, and we have achieved much better egeein the Polson/Ronan area in
the past year. The new FWP warden in the arearkiwg with the CSKT natural
resource staff and enforcement staff to increaségpaation in the schools, and
establish a more structured program. The table Wwdlsts the new schools and
classrooms:

Hooked on Teacher Number of Grade

Fishing School Students

Hotsprings Alisa Mullem 19 4th

Valley View Susie Kaiser 13 Mixed grade
Charlo Jared Miller 22 4th

Pablo Ryan 46—2 classes Mg

Dixon Becky Burg 10 Mixed grade
Ronan Scott Graham 67—3 classes 4th

Objective: Foster public support of and participation in thenagement strategy of
recreational harvest of lake trout to benefit ragpecies.

Tasks: 1) Include information in radio shows featuring thermagement plan and
approach, and encourage anglers to help in thetefiGlearly explain
what the original plan called for, and what we\ee@mplished under the
plan. Record 2 radio talk shows on our goalsasmbmplishments.
Include this information whenever possible in otl& activities.

2) Feature stories on the approach in newslettetiawspapers; use both
paid and free advertising.
Accomplishmentsfhe 12-page Flathead Fishing Guide, now in itseprinting,
contains an explanation of the Co-Management plageatives, encourages harvest of
lake trout, lake whitefish, and perch, and providestacts for food banks where anglers




can contribute their catch. We also discussechtaeagement approach on a number of
radio shows

3) Increase efforts to boost participation in spoed fishing events
through a variety of media and public outreach.atocomplish this end,
schedule television coverage, and conduct a pdtiqservice
announcement campaign to increase awareness. dfaron at least three
radio stations leading up to the spring and fadirds.
Accomplishment€n several radio shows, we promoted the concepicodéasing
harvest of nonnative fish and encouraging commusupport through partnerships with
area food banks, the Honoring Day, and fishing ¢éveifhe Mack Days events include
extensive radio and television spots and intervigas disseminate information on the
management strategy
FWP ran paid public service announcement campaignthe spring and fall Mack
Days, investing about $1,000 on each campaign. Wetghis level of funding to focus
these adds in desirable radio play times.

CSKT focused intense outreach efforts on the Magls Bvents. Media coverage
included TV, radio and print media. TV ads wereduicast on KPAX-TV/KAJ-TV, and
an additional TV station in Missoula. Interviewswirisheries staff were aired, and
print media ads appeared in Reservation newspapéiise Missoulian ran feature

articles; radio boadcast included hundreds of 30-second ads onRK&RI KQRK radio
stations

Strateqy 4. L ake and River Access

Objective: Increase public access to Flathead Lake and River
Tasks: 1) Continue to assess current access and avayaifipublic lands along
lakeshore.
2) Work towards a comprehensive access plan ankgimgmt access
improvements.
3) Widely distribute an access guide to Flatheakkland River.
4) Work with Lake County to develop the Regattau®as for public
boat launching.
AccomplishmentsWe continue to discuss this subject with the LadenG/
commissioners. In 2008 the boat ramp was recoasdiby Lake County and shoreline
stabilization work was completed. We are optiroigiat approval from the
commissioners is forthcoming to develop the sit@diblic use and we will continue to
work with the commissioners to achieve this obyjecti

A 160 acre parcel was purchased on the north sbbfdathead Lake under the

Montana Legacy Project and other funding sourcdsuA 25 acres will be managed as a
state park and provide access, the remaining asi#$e a wildlife management area.
During summer months conducted aerial counts of haabers on the lower Flathead
River and associated sloughs. When comparing 2008ts to boat counts in 2002 and
1992, boating use has increased over time in doghriver and sloughs. In some months,



boating increased by two to three times the leebterved in 2002 and four to five times
the levels observed in 1992.

Strategy 5. Fish Population M anagement

Background: The following objectives describe a comprehenapgroach to reverse the
impact of introduced fish on native fish. The fitlstee objectives address the
commitments we made in the Midterm Review and enRlesponse to Public Comments
on the review. The first objective outlines ourthuels to measurably increase angler
harvest of lake trout. The second and third objestoutline how we will prepare to
implement further actions should the combinatiofigifing events and higher harvest
limits not achieve our targets. Presentationsedl&d the need for and the appropriate
method to implement will be made during our anmapbrting cycles.

Objective: Increase native species by progressively increasigier harvest to 60,000
lake trout annually by end of 2008. In 2007, inseeangler harvest to 50,000 lake trout.
Tasks: 1) Conduct a spring and a fall fishing contest wiittreased promotion
and prize structure
AccomplishmentsWe conducted both the spring and fall events ir820iEh prizes of
roughly $40,000 in each event, or an increase afjidy $10,000 per event from the
2007 level. There was also extensive radio, TVrewispaper coverage of the events.
2) Estimate overall harvest patterns and conieiurom fishing events
Accomplishmentddarvest by the general angling public has beentratdy
constant over the last several years. Harvesh@andontests grew rapidly until 2008 and
is currently approaching a level roughly comparatidehe general harvest. The angler-
days invested are far greater in the general reticeeal season, but the equalizer is the
fact that the harvest rate during the contestaiigfeater than during the general
season. We are unable to determine exactly theedeg which the contests add to the
total harvest because of some behavioral changesechby the contests. For example,
we know from interviewing anglers that many angfesis less often during non-contest
periods than in the past because they spend so days/fishing the contests.

3) Estimate annual growth of fishing events armjqmt future potential
AccomplishmentdHarvest of lake trout in the contests increasedratinnual rate of
roughly 100% from 2002 to 2007 (Figure 2). Theeswa fall back in harvest in 2008
that may indicate that the peak potential of thetests has been reached. We have
consistently solicited suggestions from the pgstitihng anglers for ways to enlarge the
contests. In 2007 we held a special meeting \Wwighenglers to receive detailed input.
We have implemented all practical suggestionswheateceived. Many of the changes
we have made appear to have contributed to the tjrawthe contests, but we think that
we have largely exhausted the possibilities forit@attal changes and growth.
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Figure 2. Total harvest in spring and fall fishingntests, 2002 to 2008.

4) Develop educational video on lake trout fishieghniques
AccomplishmentdNe have not made significant progress on this haslstill consider it
to be a worthwhile objective.
5) Work with the MacAttack to better account foryest and meet
management goals
Accomplishmentd$=WP staff worked the fish station, measuring anghtiog fish turned
in by anglers and handing out the lottery tickeltsthe one and a half day event, anglers
harvested 703 lake trout, just over half of theseewess than 22 inches in length.

Objective: Begin preparation to implement additional methoidslkee trout reduction
outlined in the Co-management Plan.
Tasks: 1) Develop ideas for a rewards program structuaewould further

encourage harvest of lake trout
Accomplishmentsthis task was evaluated exhaustively in the cowofexil other ideas
to achieve the established target level of lakattremoval. Ideas included fish drop off
points, fishing access collection points, and rgvioat pick request by cell phone and
marine radio. Fish would have to be processeddiattibuted to the same outlets that
we currently used for Mack Days events. The CSKdigted that these methods would
not generate sufficient harvest to achieve thedalgvel.

2) Outline the process and timeline that is reqliceestablish a rewards

program, including legislative and public processes
Accomplishmentsthe CSKT have determined that this would simpmlyire Tribal
Council approval and no regulation changes provigehdard bag limits were not
exceeded. This administrative timeline for theeSté Montana is dependent on changes
by the State LegislatureAny capture of lake trout for profit, whether thghubounty or
commercial sale, would require a change in stas¢uses. There are statutes specific to
sale of whitefish and paddlefish roe in place ndiine extent of public process would be
dependant upon the details of implementation. Mb#te ideas developed related to a
rewards program were closely related to and cowdccbnsidered an expansion of the
current Mack Days Events. Therefore, little forrmpablic process would be necessary.
However, the actual public process would be deteechbased on a detailed proposal
and with Joint Board input.
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3) Initiate pro-active steps in 2008 to ensure sssful implementation of

actions identified in the process of adaptive manaant. That is, should

annual harvest targets prove unattainable, havprdrequisite steps

completed for implementing the next logical metiobdbke trout

population reduction immediately as deemed necgssar
Accomplishmentsthe shortfall in reaching our target lake troutmeval (see task 3
above) was about 20% or about 10,000 fish. If exetreached the peak potential
harvest of 20,000 lake trout in the Mack Days evéste Task 3 in previous Objective),
then we feel that our ability to produce signifidgmrmore lake trout harvest with the
Mack Days type contests is limited.

Objective: Reduce potential for hybridization and competiticith non-native fish.
Tasks: 1) Assess ability of the barriers in Abbot Creek ather rainbow

spawning streams to minimize rainbow trout oppatyulo spawn and

hybridize with cutthroat trout.
Accomplishmentd=WP continues to suppress the Abbot Creek troptiladion and
assess use by rainbow and hybrid trout in streaeas the confluence of the North and
Middle forks. The upper barrier on Abbot Creeklisyenting rainbow trout from
spawning above the highway crossing. The loweribaat the creek mouth has been
breeched during high flow events. FWP continuegeteelop the lower barrier and
transport spawning rainbows to an urban fishing goRadio-telemetry studies continue
to address rainbow and hybrid trout movements agtdrahine locations of spawning
habitat. See above sections regarding this Objectiv

2) Determine distribution of hybridization in thpper river system
Accomplishment$=WP continues to assess distribution of hybrid &ad their spawning
locations in the system. Genetic surveys have bemducted in most North Fork
tributaries (see above sections). The majoritiafdle Fork tributaries have not been
surveyed at this time.

Objective: Remove non-native species from Flathead tributaviesre practical.
Tasks: 1) Remove brown trout from Mill Creek by electrdfisg and destroying
redds to stop recruitment
AccomplishmentsSurveys were not conducted this fall.
2) Remove brook trout from Skidoo Creek by elecstohg and
destroying redds to stop recruitment
AccomplishmentsDuring 2008 we completed construction of a barnear the mouth
of Skidoo Creek to prevent the passage of broak from Flathead Lake into the
stream. This work was a necessary prerequisiteg¢dreatment step because it ensures
that there is no chance for re-invasion after thedk trout have been removed.
3) Prepare an Environmental Assessment to faeliteg use of piscicides
on the Flathead Indian Reservation.
AccomplishmentdiVe began this process and have set a scheduleveodmassessment
completed by mid-July 2009.
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Develop Reports

Reduce and analyze monitoring data; complete agskpt the annual report to the
Flathead Reservation Fish and Wildlife Board

Report for FERC ESA compliance

FWIS Annual Work Report

13



